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Founder, Amy Lyman Phillips
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FOUNDING MISSION

In 1924, a small group of passionate women gathered on
a Palm Beach porch to address a growing concern: pets
left behind after winter visitors returned north. Determined
to tind a lasting solution, they officially incorporated the
Animal Rescue League in 1925. Palm Beach Post
columnist, and original founder of the League, Amy
Lyman Phillips (left) helped ignite the movement by
writing about the plight of abandoned animals. Her call
to action inspired the community to donate funds to build
and staff a modest shelter (pictured above).

The League quickly expanded its reach across Palm Beach

County, providing emergency animal rescue, sheltering,
lost-and-found services, and veterinary care. After the
Okeechobee Hurricane of 1928 destroyed its first
building, the League relocated to Belvedere Road. It
operated there until World War I, when the city
expanded the airport onto the property. In an agreement
with the city, the League exchanged land and moved to @
larger site at 23rd Street and North Tamarind Avenue,
continuing its lifesaving mission.

small number considering the ter-
ritory covered. Good homes were
found for 160 dogs and 67 cats.
All homes into which animals are
placed are investigated by a com-
mittee.

ports are printed and distributed |
to all members and interested per- |
sons. Funds for the work are ob-|
tained through membership in the

eague, donations, card parties or| x4 oo i o view of the Rescue League property on Belvedere Road |

entertainments sponsored by the|
) and the pound.

league, mite boxes placed in hotels |
and through letters of appeal. i
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Animal Rescue League Serves County, As Well _l
__Humane \X{ork With Animals

As Pa!m Beaches, In

¥
. By MRS. CHARLES SLOKOM '
Treasurer, Animal Rescue League

All progressive cities have hu-
mane organizations, called by vari-| §
ous names, but doing the same|
work with animals in their com-|
munities, |

The Palm Beaches have the Ani-| &
mal Rescue League, a corporation| §
not for profit, which has function- |
ed f¢- fifteen years serving the |
city orf West Palm Beach, the town |
of Palm Beach and Palm Beach |

County as pound as well as cox'er-| bt

ing the humane work, '

The League property on Bel'.'e-|
dere Road consists of the man-
ager's house; the main Kkennel
building, with cement runways at
the rear; isolation ward; deten-
tion ward; receiving office; cat
houses and house for cooking.
There is a small plot of ground set
aside as a pet cemetery where for
a small sum, to cover the cost of
material used, the grave will have
a cement border and headstone.

A dipping vat is maintained on| |
the league grounds where, free of
charge, the public may dip their
dogs to rid them of ticks and flees.
Nothing is sold on the league prop-
erty.

During 1938 animals collected |
totaled 3,718; of this 619 were dogs
and 3,099 were cats. There were
12 dog bite cases, a surprisingly

Each year complete financial re-

Before establishing its home on 23rd Street and Tamarind Avenue

The league has but one paid em- | either at their kennels or at their| Mrs. William Gardner, Mrs. George;
ployee, the kennel manager.

(above), the league was forced to move or rebuild several times. With

All| meetings which are held the first| A. Neumann, Mrs. Franklin L.|
other work is done by the officers| Tuesday of each month at the| Babcock, Mrs. John M, Wierk,|
and members. The direction of the | homes \ :
corporation is under a board of di-|ann
rectors composed of eight mem-|
bers and the president. The treas-| Edwin N. Johnson, president; Mrs.
urer is bonded and the books audit-|E. Tinsley Halter first vice-
ed by a certified accountant, i ’ :

es of the members and always| Mrs. Noran Sheffer.

ounced in the newspaper.
Officers of the league are Mrs.

each challenge, the community came fogether to help, like raising

Supervised football, basketball, |
baseball, track, swimming, diving,
“| tennis and golf are provided boys |}

ident; Miss Amy Lyman Phillips, of Palm Beach High School,

The Animal Rescue League | second vice-president:
which was organized 15 years ago ‘
by a small body of women, who
saw the necessity of caring for the
abandoned animals at the close of
the season in these two resort
cities, has become today a neces-|
sary civic enterprise with all de-
partments functioning in a most
businesslike manner.
welcomes visitors

Dr. Mara

funds and purchasing “tags” to show their support (above right]. No

Wingate, third vice-president; Mrs.
Michael Sholtz, fourth vice-presi-|
|dent; Mrs, Charles Slokom, treas-|
|urer; Mrs. William Gardner, sec-
|retary and Miss Louise May Far-
row, corresponding secretary.
The board of directors includes
Mrs. Porter Baldwin, chairman;
The league|Mrs. Hubert Krantz, Mrs. John

ith, Mrs. E. Tinsley Halter,

Prior to lifting restrictions, |
more sugar cane was harvested in |
Palm Beach County than in all the |
remainder of Florida. i

matter the setback, the league never wavered in its mission to care for

Landscape nurseries,
nance of golf courses, and estates
employ over 1,000 men in Palm
Beach County.

abandoned animals throughout the county (left).

at any time' Griff
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The Handling Of Animals { i ' -
i ¥ Veterinarian 1o Advise

On War Care Of Pets

W 1 “Care of Anima]_s; unde_r War-
| time Conditions” will be discussed

by Dr. John R. Wells, veterinary

ANI T\f A L .| surgeon, Thursday at 3 p. m. at|

'the War Center in Delray Beach,

‘|under sponsorship of the Animal

.| Rescue League. .
The Animal Rescue League 1s a |

. | member of the American Humane | ADVOCACY FOR TH E N IM Ls

Association and American Red | A A

- |Star Animal Relief, of Albany,

N?&Vrgog\;iight Bradshaw, chair-—: During the I‘IGI’dShIpS Of WOI’ld WCII’ ”, the

man representing the league iIn

Delcad Nash Wil be in Sharge. Animal Rescue League remained steadtast in its DOG CLINIC

Persons owning and interested in
animals are urged to attend, as

Under

Wartime Conditions

e+l - e+ 4 1}

The Animals’ Friend in Time of Need

L
-

Thurs., June 7th—1:30 to 4:30

they will receive valuable help in mission to protect animals and support the Brvh ?
ponsored by £

caring for their pets.
The Animal Rescue League

/ o]
W 117 % families who loved them. Even as resources R

were strained and daily life was upended, the "Manual Arta:Bullding, North Entrancn,

Cor. Short Division and 11th St.

League doubled its efforts to keep pets safe and B Inoculation and Praper Licensing of All Dogs
| BRING DOGS ON LEASH
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Wartime conditions made life difficult for everyone, and

at home.

many families struggled to care for themselves, let alone

A Non-Rationed Diet For Pets-

S e T fheir beloved pefs. The Animal Rescue League responded Newspaper advertisements, like the 1942 notice shown at tar right, oftered practical

. T with education and outreach, distributing a booklet : : . : ) 1
’ guidance for caring for pets during nightly blackouts. The League organized free clinics
oy i o Conditions” (top right), and hosting talks by the League’s

A titled, “The Handling of Animals Under Wartime . . z . .
L e e in underserved neighborhoods (bottom right), ensuring access to veterinary care when
St overiduiinton pet cokoatrel e Sl TiRavak R many could no longer afford it. A growing fleet of animal ambulances (below) extended
Rt i S i et the League’s reach across Palm Beach County, rescuing injured and abandoned animals

with the scrap; : e scra :
fapings from dishes 5 Taps and enriched

cooked and” wi , ishes in which e

additions . mg ith discolored and unsalv, t has been

increass, the gchrepifje:ms more piff&l“ fats. These . . . - : ._ :_ »er _{ A A ‘ 4 : -
T AR During this period, the Ledgue also ldunched ifs beloved (=5 52 and providing vital tfransportation to its shelter.

b Sustai,; a:ﬁ'ﬁssy}r to feed the p; ' s g . ¢ . ]
e animas in ‘good condi T £06 o mex: | publication, Four Paws magazine. The first issue in 1943

ungs, the entrajls from ﬁ:ﬁ SCraps and

of rabbits and

Through innovation, compassion, and tireless community support, the League became an

featured practical advice, such as “A Non-Rationed Diet

for Pets” (leff). The magazine became a lasting fixture, S TS essential liteline during wartime and beyond; a symbol of hope and humanity when both
continuing publication well into the 1970:s. were needed most.
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Birds Given Haven

During Cold Snaps’

Nurses at Pine Ridge Hm;umll
In response to the appeal made ml
Keith R. Chinn, chemist at the
West Palm Beach Water Com-|

pany, opened a vacant house near
the hospital as a temporary aboae
for birds suffering from the cool
weather.

Water Company employees
found about 300 purple martins 1|1I
the house and took them to the

' Animal Rescue League where they|
1 were given hospitalization. A
number of birds, noted stumbling |
| ¥y and falling in walking about wer,
taken to the Water Company|
grounds Friday where an “emer-|
gency hospital” was set up for
them. An additional 300 birds
were taken there Saturday by

ZSA ZSA PEEKS OUT FROM BEHIND BARS | ildren and local residents,
. . . He (Yeah, He's A He) Would Like A Friend | mﬂ “ndtng ur hav ing birds

Staff Photo by Bill Allison h}” the cold are reql 1wested

1.° . ,5.' to take them to the Water Com-
Ma.] Halhoan Orphan Zsa ZSa ! " pany grounds, where a warm place
Graduates me will be provided for them before
fommand b[‘]](}(ll L()Oks P or A Home they are transferred to the Animal

]

LAKE WORTH — Maj. Artl 11r sa Zsa is looking for a home.
Halligan ,son of Mr. and Mrs.| ('Hl'll"]llhlili’] jumpers would assume this would pose no prob-
Ralph V. Jacobs, 1225 N. C St.,| lem, but this particular Zsa Zsa is having trouble.

faMt Photln b JONY NIt } o ate s s 11.8 Ar | " o "
S Ny Nickmas) Eradualfri from the T S AH_“.\, You see, 7sa Zsa is a skunk—a year-old male of the
Command and General Staff Col-

" \ \ s N i | large northern variety.
p\"lpl“RED ( l|l"| I' e 1 II”IIIH“ I{““ man ."ilN on ]E‘EP-' Pm-l FR . ot An orphan—his former owners were unable to care for

earlier this month.

: y ' . ; ey M R i ) y i ) home—Z7sa 7Zsa is ¢ tly stay-
f‘,‘;ds ('"IP Qla“ {o (‘-hﬂ rlp.\ A 'hi‘ ad\ pnt"[ ous ‘ah"", The college is the Army's sen- !Ilm properly in their new home—Zsa Zsa is currently stay Or’ Lose A l\I()rll\(“f

for tactical school and was estab- ing at the Animal Rescue League as guest of Mason Le-

I)a"ZPe 0\"“9(' h.\ J ﬂhll l{il vhor of “'p s! l'“l". lished in 1881 to prepare splm*!odl BIanc.Bhut he nwdsha n;\\' h;me.} LB s od
J ‘ - . e 1 officers for duty as commanders) Le Blanc says that Zsa Zsa has n de-odorized and wi
Bea('h' “ h"P Rd.\ nor was out “' '"“ n, ( hﬂ rlf‘.\ and general staff officers at di-| make some family a clean, friendly pet. - qear(‘hln fOT the owner f h 11 I
W ent .\‘V()IJ and wound Hp n hi"ﬁ fa \'Urit(‘ bar vision, corps and field army lev-) “He won't be much trouble to care for either,” the ARL |, a g o1 a ali-
l I -,h II\ 'I g o | : &T\II-‘ o S | director commented. *“You can feed him almost anything a | ” ,qtar\ ed IﬂOﬂkPV pl(‘l\Pd up Wed-
fl‘ﬂnl Wik UniiKe “o environment hf’ Was S\"Uﬂpptl .. SAUGAn TAS DOER, 851 human eats.” |a d | negda\ aft(\] noon at Edmore Av e, 1 1

signed to the US. Army In-|

hp i 0 ; telligence School, Fort Holabird. | He added, however, that the eight-pound animal has a = | '
up by the Animal Rescue League, which, among Bce, Schonte DIt ML | i Sihautos B¢ podthy nad o4, : | [ o|and the Lake, according to Mrs.|a

OthPr ﬂllng‘i l" d(’dl( a‘?d to “ph”"‘g ”N’ l]lﬂral' Pace College, New York. ! Anyone interested in adopting Zsa Zsa can contact Le fI or 'Rll‘«%(” Scott, co-manager of the/Cl
()f dph“qupn[ (h]mpg Blanc at the Animal Rescue League, 2401 N. Tamarind Ave, PLRL i a1

R —— A or ph‘mp hlm at TE 2-5826. D. |

id-ummer | P

The Animal Roscue League 1s

A MISSION ON THE MOVE

The 1970s marked a defining In response, the League took a
o I chapter in the history of the Animal  visionary step that set it apart from
Monkeys, Birds, and Skunks, Oh My! . .

Rescue League and the broader other shelters of the time: the creation of
animal welfare movement. As the area’s first Spay and Neuter Clinic.

Before the 1970s, the Animal Rescue League received funding from the county ational attention turned toward the

and local cities to provide animal services across the region. This support growing crisis of pet overpopulation, Made possible through the generosity

allowed the League to operate an ambulance service, rescuing animals from the League recognized that of philanthropist John D. MacArthur

Riviera Beach to Boca Raton, a service that continued until the county established . . . .
compassion alone could not solve the (pictured below), the clinic opened in

its own animal services department in 1970. problem. Prevention was essential. 1971 and represented a transformative

moment for both the League and the

In the decades that followed, as more nonprofit organizations arrived in the At the start of the decade. Palm community. This ushered in a new era

area, the League narrowed its focus to cats and dogs. But in its earlier days, the Beach County established ifs first for the Animal Rescue League, one

League cared for a remarkable menagerie, including monkeys, skunks, countless . . . .
animal services department, focused not only on treating suffering,

. . . . . v
birds, reptiles, and even farm animals, truly a little bit of everything! expanding public resources but but preventing it

leaving an urgent need unmet.

;Q,-\ LW\ B r\rl'l OJ“ OOl(E

!
[ Vo.l No. 33 P. 0. Box 8426 ' May 20 - 26, 1971

T ——— e — 22 I West Palm Beach, Florida 33407 50 o

~ Animal Rescue League Dedlcotes C||n

Now what the hell am I supposed to say?”’ Principals in the dedication of the new John D. MacArthur Clinic at the Ammal Rescue League, Tuesday
were, left to right, Dr rnest Smrth in charge of the clinic; Mrs. William J. Meyer, president, and MacArthur.
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Support for the League has come in all shapes and sizes. From craft fairs and animal shows
(right) to the beloved Noah’s Ark Thrift Store, opened in 1972 (below) and run by dedicated
staff and volunteers for over 30 years, the community has always stepped up. Alongside
elegant society events, these efforts helped the Lleague raise funds and build lasting

connections with the people and pets it serves.
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The Animal Rescue League has grown  which was used on and off from the
and thrived thanks to the extraordinary 1930’s through the end of the 1960’s.
support of donors and advocates, a

tradition that began with the League’s  In the 1970s, the League launched its
original porch meeting in 1924. Over most enduring fundraising tradition,

the years, teas, bridge parties, recitals, the annual Christmas Ball (above left

and lectures were held to raise funds  and large image). Originally chaired
for the League’s expanding operations by Palm Beach socialite and
(original tickets above right). Members philanthropist Margo Holder, the ball
graciously opened their beautitul has become a beloved seasonal
homes for these events, but no venue  tradition, raising millions of dollars
was more eagerly anticipated than over more than 50 years to care for
Marjorie Merriweather Post’s estate animals in need.

TEA AT MAR-A-LAGO — A capacity crowd spilled
into the grand salon and out into the garden of Mrs.
Marjorie Merriweather Post’s home Wednesday for the
annual Animal Rescue League tea and card party. At
left Mrs, Bedford Davie presides at the tea table. More
than 400 guests attended.




"NIMAL RES(“'”: LF""UE of the Palm Beaches
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GROUND BREAKING'FOR

e Y ThE R

FUTURE FORWARD THINKING

Since its founding, the Animal By the end of the decade, the
Rescue League has been a League received another
pioneer in animal welfare, and  transformative gift—an

the 1980s marked another bold  endowment in honor of
_ leap forward under the Peggy Adams (below). This
The domes were originally painted o [N F 3 w i " leadership of George Hulme. support propelled the League into
orillanr TN Yiow N TRy o ' s | The League purchased its current a new era, expanding its services
etorn dome housed the adption site at 3200 North Military Trail  far beyond the curved walls of its

and shelter facilities (below). The - = e e and broke ground on a unique  innovative domes and cementing

smooth, futuristic design. The large

o I ot R - AN YT architectural innovation: two its role as a leader in modern

the Lleague’s clinics, surgical suites, * & % :_. _ mono|i’rhic dOmeS (GbOVe). ClnimCII We”:C"'e.

and more. These innovative structures

Constructed using the inflation of

captured the community’s

a large air form (large photo),

imagination, inspiring the next

Jeneration of animal welfare these domes represented a bold
L. e vision for a modern, functional
animal care tacility. The east
dome was dedicated to
L Catherine Hyland MacArthur,
\\\‘ l!l!llm whose 1981 bequest helped
. n"ﬂm'“ .,,._ Iy
'.\Tml i ||
*"'%'Jln

fund its construction.
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In the 2000s, Peggy Adams Animal Rescue League
experienced rapid growth, and the original domes could no

"; :‘g‘:‘ .
OIS o -\l"e' =

-
.

With each expansion and renovation, the League has  engaging, and free from the sensory stresses often

longer accommodate its expanding operations. Recognizing
the need for a modern facility, the League broke ground in
2011 on the Jane & Robert Grace Pavilion, which would serve
as the hub for most operations for nearly a decade.

followed the latest industry guidelines to create safe,  associated with shelters. A dedicated team of volunteers
comfortable, and stress-free environments for animals. and animal care staff provide enrichment, affection, and

Dogs and cats enjoy spaces designed to be calming,  expert care while the animals await their new families.

In 2013, a transformative endowment from Eunice J. Gardner
paved the way for further expansion, leading to the dedication
of the Gardner Campus in 2021. That same year, the Lesly S.
Smith Adoption Center was brought to life - a welcoming space
designed for both animals and families.

The addition of this center allowed the League to renovate the Grace Pavilion in 2023,
creating a state-of-the-art veterinary facility for shelter and owned pets alike. These bold
steps have enabled the League to meet the evolving needs ot the community. Today, the
modern, sprawling campus (below) features a bone-shaped lake, the Raber Training
Pavilion, and the Berman Columbarium and Memorial Gardens, reflecting the League’s
commitment to care, innovation, and excellence in animal welfare.
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