
TNVR Policy Statement 

Policy Statement:  The local health department or any other local agency responsible for 

the control of domestic animals and zoonotic diseases is encouraged to partner with local 

animal welfare/rescue and wildlife conservation groups to address the management of 

community stray and feral cats. 

Basis for policy:  Without effective intervention, cats will continue to reproduce, generating 

nuisance calls, creating public health concerns for zoonotic diseases and impacting native 

wildlife through predation and competition.  A policy should address the health and safety 

of the public, cats and wildlife. A feral cat may be defined as a cat who is too poorly 

socialized to be handled and therefore cannot be placed in a home as a pet. A stray cat may 

be defined as a currently or recently owned cat who is lost or abandoned.  The goal of any 

cat management policy is to effectively and humanely reduce the number of free-roaming 

stray and feral cats, improve the health and safety of the community and cats, and reduce 

the impact on wildlife.    

 

Policy recommendations:  We recommend that public agencies, such as the health 

department and wildlife agencies, work with local animal protection/rescue groups to 

reduce the number of lost and abandoned pet cats and feral cats over time. We support 

well- designed Trap-Neuter-Vaccinate-Return programs as the preferred method of 

management wherever feasible. TNVR colony sponsors programs will employ due diligence 

to avoid a prohibited impact to native wildlife as defined by relevant state and federal laws 

and regulations.  To achieve this, we recommend that wildlife government officials and 

wildlife conservation advocates become engaged early in the process to address concerns 

and develop a framework for assessment.  TNVR programs spay and neuter cats to reduce 

or eliminate reproduction, vaccinate cats against rabies and provide an ear tip (the 

universal sign of a vetted feral cat). No one agency or organization can manage cat 

overpopulation alone. Collaboration to reach a common goal – a reduction in the number 

of feral cats – is necessary for success. 

Signed: 

 

Amy Fischer, Ph.D. - Companion Animal Biology & Humane Education, University of Illinois, 

Animal Sciences 

Dr. G. Robert Weedon, DVM, MPH, College of Veterinary Medicine, Urbana, IL 
Julie Levy, DVM, PhD, DACVIM  |  Director, Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Program, UF College 

of Veterinary Medicine 

Esther Mechler, Founder, Marian’s Dream 

Tom Gecewicz, CHO, MPA, Public Health Consultant 
Nancy Peterson, Cat Programs Manager, Companion Animals, the Humane Society of the 
United States 
John C. Saccenti, President, Career Development Institute 
Cheryl Maccaroni, Esq., advocate and supporter of animal welfare and wildlife conservation 
 


